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Do you w ant to tas te  fre e -

dom ? Th e n vis it K h ajurah o, 

th e  s m all village  in th e  

m iddle  of abs olute  now h e re , 

in th e  ce ntral Indian s tate  of 

Madh ya Prade s h . Th e  true  libe ration 

and fre e dom  of th e  Indian body, 

m ind, and s oul is  capture d in h un-

dre ds  of th e  m os t s tunning and e rotic 

s culpture s  in e xq uis ite  de tails . Th e  

te m ple s  in s tone  are  th e  s ile nt e m bod-

ie m e nt of th e  h igh e s t pe ak s  of con-

s cious ne s s  India h as  e xpe rie nce d in 

th e  pas t one  th ous and ye ars . W h at I 

find e ve n m ore  am az ing, is  th at th e s e  

te m ple s  s urvive d th e  m ogh ul inva-

s ions , and e ve n h undre ds  of ye ars  of 

th e  prudis h  Britis h  Em pire . Th e y h ave  

als o s urvive d e arth q uak e s  and oth e r 

calam atie s  th at h ave  s truck  th e  coun-

Mak e  Kh ajurah o

More  Se xy
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try. But alas ! Th e  s m all h is toric s ite , 

now  a m ajor dot on th e  w orld touris m  

m ap, h as  not s urvive d th e  ons laugh t 

of proprie tory s oftw are  th at s natch  

aw ay e ve rybody's  digital fre e dom s .

Th e  Nak e d Truth

As  you e xit th e  gate s  of th e  w e s te rn 

group of te m ple s , you are  confronte d 

by row s  and row s  of s m all h ote ls , re s -

taurants , STD booth s , and oth e r k ind 

of touris t-orie nte d s h ops . Th e  one  

th ing th at im m e diate ly s tands  

out is  th e  num be r of inte rne t 

cafe s  in th is  village . Th e  place  

h as  one  of th e  h igh e s t de ns ity 

of inte rne t cafe s  I've  s e e n s o 

far in India. A m ode s t Rs  25 to 

Rs  30 buys  you th irty m inute s  

of s urfing. Sm all s h ack s , run-

ning ch e ap as s e m ble d PCs , 

conne ct to th e  re m ot tow n of 

Jh ans i by a s low , pok e y dial-

up conne ction. Jh ans i is  

atle as t four h ours  aw ay by 

road, s o you can im agine  h ow  

far out K h ajurah o re ally is  in 

th e  h e artland of India. Eve n 

m ore  inte re s ting, I dis cove re d 

ch ildre n from  th e  village s  s av-

ing and s pe nding m one y to 

s urf th e  ne t. One  look  at th e  

m onitors  in one  cybe rcafe  

m ade  m e  turn aw ay in dis -

gus t. No, th e y w e re  not s urf-

ing for pornograph y (th is  is  

K h ajurah o, re m e m be r) but be -

caus e  th e y w e re  us ing w h at w as  

s e e m ingly a non-auth oris e d copy of a 

th orough ly proprie tory ope rating s ys -

te m  and s oftw are . Th e s e  ch ildre n do 

not k now  w h at s oftw are  fre e dom  is , 

ne ith e r do th e  cybe rcafe  ow ne rs . I 

s us pe ct e ve n th e  village  auth oritie s  

w ouldn't k now . I jus t m arve le d at h ow  

s low ly, unw ittingly, a w h ole  village  w ill 

grow  up and acq uire  s k ills  on proprie t-

ory s oftw are , and find one  day th at 

th e y m ay jus t h ave  to pay m ore  th an 

Le ft

Vie w  of one  of th e  te m ple s .

Be low

A s culpture  of one  of th e  

die tie s  carve d on th e  oute r 

w all of a te m ple .
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th e y could h ave  e ve r e arne d from  

th os e  cafe s . As s um ing a h ypoth e tical 

s ituation w h e re  e ve yone  is  force d to 

pay up for all auth oris e d s oftw are , th e  

s urfing ch arge s  w ould s udde nly jum p 

to double  or triple  th e  e xis ting rate . 

Th e  village rs  m ay jus t find th at e ve n 

th e n th e  m one y doe s  not go into th e ir 

pock e ts , but in paying for s te e p lice ns -

ing fe e s  for upgrade s , ne w  re le as e s , 

and th e  us ual proble m s  you and I 

alre ady unde rs tand. More  im portantly, 

I doubt th os e  village  ch ildre n w ould 

e ve r be  able  to afford th os e  k ind of e x-

orbitant acce s s  ch arge s  anym ore .

One  cybe rcafe  ow ne r I talk e d to w as  

alre ady com plaining bitte rly about 

h ow  th e y los e  m one y on cafe s . Appar-

antly, a s le w  of th e  late s t virus e s  h ad 

jus t re nde re d alm os t all s ys te m s  in 

th e  village  m os tly unus able . Com pe t-

e nt PC te ch  s upport is  only pos s ible  

from  Jh ans i. Only one  or tw o local 

pe ople  h ave  s om e  bas ic k now le dge  

of trouble s h ooting and are  m uch  in de -

m and. Th us , cus tom e rs  w h o pay for 

tim e  find th e m s e lve s  s traddle d w ith  a 

virus -infe cte d, de caying OS, cras h  

and bug-prone  PC th at als o fre -

q ue ntly dis conne cts  or jus t re boots .

Libe rate  K h ajurah o

H ow  I w is h  I h ad jus t pack e d m y 

trus ty CD of Knoppix, or e ve n Re dH at 

and oth e r dis tros ! One  nigh t, as  I 

s oftly gaz e d at th e  s ple ndour of th e  

cle ar, nigh t s k y vaulting above  th e  

te m ple s , I s udde nly re aliz e d th at 

acros s  th is  gre at s ub-contine nt, s m al-

le r tow ns , village s , and re m ote  place s  

are  gradually w ak ing up to com -

pute rs , th e  inte rne t, and th e  digital 

w orld. W ith out th e  aw are ne s s  of m uft 

and m uk t s oftw are . Som e th ing ne e ds  

to be  done . Anybody ne ar K h ajurah o, 

or vis iting it s oon? Ple as e  carry s om e  

GnuLinux Cds . I talk e d to s om e  of th e  

cafe  ow ne rs  about it, and th e y w e re  

th rille d. You could ch arge  th e m  a 

m ode s t Rs  250 or Rs  350 pe r ins talla-

tion, or you could barte r for s om e  fre e  

acce s s . But th is  s tory is  not jus t about 

K h ajurah o. Eve ry cybe rcafe  ope ning 

ne ar you, or in your h om e  tow n or vil-

lage , ne e ds  to h ave  a dual-boot m a-

ch ine , if not a GnuLinux-only PC. I 

w is h  th e  local gove rnm e nts  w ould 

h ave  a tough  policy s tand on th is . In 

th e  m e antim e , you and I could s tart a 

ne w  re volution, one  PC, one  cybe r-

cafe  at a tim e .  All w e  h ave  to do is  

copy, s h are , and ins tall our GnuLinux 

Cds  for th e  above  fe e s  or barte r. 

Th e n orie nt pe ople , and e ncourage  

th e m  to copy and s h are  furth e r. Im a-

gine  th e  tre m e ndous  e m ploym e nt 

and w ork  opportunitie s  acros s  India 

as  th is  m ove m e nt catch e s  fire . Th e  

w e alth  ge ne rate d w ill s tay h e re  in In-

dia. W h at could be  m ore  s e xy th an 

th at?

Ge tting Th e re

Kh ajurah o is  59 0 k m s  s outh  of th e  Indian capital of Ne w  De lh i.

By Air

Th e  airport is  at K h ajurah o.

By Rail

Jh ans i (172 k m s ) and Satna (117 k m s ) are  th e  m ajor railh e ads . Th e  

road from  Jh ans i to K h ajurah o is  rough , th ough  picture s q ue . Try to 

ge t book ings  for airconditione d touris t bus e s .

By Road

Kh ajurah o is  59 0 k m s  from  De lh i via Gw alior and Jh ans i.

Be s t tim e  to vis it

Octobe r to March . Ch e ck  for date s  of th e  annual 'K h ajurah o Fe s tival.'

Ins pire d by th e  vis ion of Os h o. 

Niyam  Bh us h an is  a le ading te ch nology 

w rite r, e ditor, colum nis t, w ith  a 

back ground in graph ic de s ign. H e  

cons ults  and trains  in digital im age ry. H e  

h as  be e n us ing com pute rs  acros s  s e ve ral 

platform s  s ince  19 82, and love s  th e  

fre e dom  and pow e r offe re d by GnuLinux. 

Em ail: fre e dom yug@ linuxforu.com .

Copyrigh t 2003: Niyam  Bh us h an. 

Firs t publis h e d in LinuxForYou m agaz ine  
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dis tribution, you m us t m ak e  cle ar to 
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M IGRATING  FRO M  W INDO W S  TO  GNULINUX. 

FO R  TH E  NO N-TECH IE  IN A H URRY

Ge t a CD of GnuW in II. 

Th is  dis c contains  fre e , as  in 

m uft and m uk t, s oftw are  

alte rnative s  th at run unde r 

W indow s . Ch oos e  Ope nOffice  to 

re place  MSOffice , Moz illa for w e b-

brow s ing, an e m ail clie nt, ch at 

s oftw are , and alte rnative s  to 

your oth e r m ains tre am

s oftw are .

Grab a book  on 

GnuLinux for 

re fe re nce . Partition your h ard-dis k  

and ins tall a GnuLinux dis tribution 

s uch  as  Fe dora, De bian, Mandrak e , 

or Knoppix. W h e ne ve r you s tart your 

PC, you w ill be  as k e d to ch oos e  

be tw e e n w ork ing w ith  GnuLinux or 

W indow s . 

Ge t 

your firs t tongue -tip tas te

of GnuLinux. Boot your PC 

w ith  Knoppix, a flavour of 

GnuLinux th at boots  off a live  

CD w ith out ins talling or e ve n touch ing 

your e xis ting h ard dis k . Find all your 

GnuW in s oftw are  unde r Knoppix. 

W h e n done , re m ove  th e  CD and 

re boot to go back  to drudging old 

W indow s . You can e ve n s ave  your 

w ork  cre ate d unde r Knoppix on your 

h ard dis k , if you w is h .

Ins tall a ve rs ion

of GnuLinux th at runs  

unde r your W indow s ' Start m e nu. 

Try Monk e yLinux, or DragonLinux. 

If you can't find th e s e , cons ide r 

ins talling Knoppix s traigh t to your 

h ard-dis k . Re ad th e  s im ple  

ins tructions  on th e ir s ite  for m ore  

de tails . You could e ve n s k ip th is  

s te p if you w is h  and go 

s traigh t to s te p 04.

Find 

alte rnative s  to 

s pe cializ e d s oftw are  not 

s h ipping w ith  your ins talle d 

dis tribution. Se arch  at 

s ource forge .ne t, s avannah .org, 

fre s h m e at.ne t. Se le ct a m uft and 

m uk t s oftw are . H ire  s om e one  or a 

com pany to cus tom is e  it furth e r. 

For s oftw are  w ith  no alte rnative , 

try running it unde r a w indow s  

e m ulator.

One  day, you'll find you don't ne e d 

to boot into W indow s . 

Congratulations , you h ave  

m igrate d. Th e  s e ve nth  

s te p: re form at your 

w indow s  partition. 

Th e n go and s h are  

your m igration 

e xpe rie nce  

w ith  oth e rs .

STEP 01

STEP 02

STEP 03

STEP 04

STEP 05

STEP 06

STEP 07

Conne ct 

to your ne tw ork  

of W indow s  and oth e r 

PCs , from  your GnuLinux PC. 

Se am le s s ly Configure  and us e  

printe rs , s canne rs , m ode m s , 

and digital cam e ras . Sync 

your ce llph one  and your 

PDA. Native ly acce s s  

your W indow s  partition 

unde r GnuLinux.

Copyrigh t 2004: 

Niyam  Bh us h an. 

w w w .niyam .com . 

Ve rbatim  copying 

and dis tribution of 

th is  e ntire  article  is  

pe rm itte d in any 

m e dium , provide d 

th is  notice  is  

pre s e rve d.
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Gue rrilla W arfare  

For Gyaan

W

h y is  fre e  s oftw are , th at is  both  m uft and m uk t, not be ing adopte d s o 

w ide ly and rapidly in s ch ools  and colle ge s  acros s  India? Ple as e  do a 

google -s e arch  for th e  ph ras e  'proje ct s h ik s h a and linux'.  You w ill dis cove r a 

fas cinating s aga of w h at is  actually h appe ning in th ous ands  of s ch ools  acros s  

th e  s ub-contine nt. Go ah e ad, do it. 

H ope  th at google -s e arch  e xplains  w h y th is  docum e nt is  title d 'Gue rrilla-w arfare  

for Gyaan.' In H indi, 'Gyaan' m e ans  'Know le dge ' but th e  w ord h as  roots  in 

s ans k rit, w h e re  it als o is  th e  root for both  k now le dge  and m e ditative -aw are ne s s . 

Inte re s tingly th e  s am e  s ans k rit w ord trave lle d to Japan, s om e  be lie ve  in th e  days  

of Bodh idh arm a, and be cam e  th e  w ord 'Z e n'.

I

n H indi, 'Gyaan' m e ans  'Know le dge ' but th e  w ord h as  roots  in s ans k rit, w h e re  

it als o is  th e  root for both  k now le dge  and m e ditative -aw are ne s s . Inte re s tingly 

th e  s am e  s ans k rit w ord trave lle d to Japan, s om e  be lie ve  in th e  days  of 

Bodh idh arm a, and be cam e  th e  w ord 'Z e n'.

As  I w rite  th is , 52%  of Indians  are  in th e  age -group of 15 to 25, w h ile  33.7%  of 

th e  population is  unde r th e  age  of 15. Th e  country h as  a population of 1.03 

billion pe ople . Only 50%  of th e  ch ildre n in India e nte r s ch ools . 4.1%  of GDP is  

th e  country's  public e xpe nditure  on e ducation. Of th is , 39 .4%  is  s pe nt on pre -

prim ary and prim ary e ducation, 40.5%  on s e condary, and 20.1%  on te rtiary 

e ducation. Le s s  th an 5%  s ch ools  h ave  acce s s  to PCs .

W

h ich  is  s ad, be caus e  m uft and m uk t s oftw are  can cre ate  a re volution in 

e ducation today. It s ignificantly low e rs  th e  e ntry-le ve l price , th e re by 

bridging th e  h uge  digital divide  in India. IT s tude nts  can le arn h ow  s oftw are  truly 

w ork s , as  th e y h ave  th e  fre e dom  to s tudy its  s ource . A grow ing colle ction of m uft 

and m uk t s oftw are  is  available  for all dis cipline s  of e ducation, at all le ve ls . Th is  

h e lps  furth e r k now le dge  w ith out pe naliz ing e ducators  and s tude nts . Mos t 

im portantly, FLOSS in e ducation us h e rs  in a ne w  value  s ys te m  in s ocie ty: of 

building com m unitie s , cre ating and s h aring w e alth  and k now le dge . Inde e d, 

FLOSS brings  fre e dom  to k now le dge .

You can do s om e th ing. You can cre ate  th e  ge s talt ch ange .  H e re  are  s im ple  

s te ps  th at any ordinary pe rs on lik e  you and m e  can do. Today.

Sh ort e xce rpts  from  th e  docum e nt 'Gue rrilla W arfare  For Gyaan' By Niyam  Bh us h an, w h ich  is  

publis h e d unde r th e  FDL. Th e  original m ay be  found on w w w .niyam .com , linux-de lh i.org in th e  

dow nloads  s e ction, and e ls e w h e re  via a w e b-s e arch . Th e  graph ic on th e  le ft is  from  th e  clip-art 

s e ction of s odipodi.org, publis h e d unde r th e  Public Dom ain lice ns e  of cre ative  com m ons .
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